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DETAILED ACTION 



This action is in response to applicant's response filed on 08/21/2007. Claims 1-9 
are now pending in the present application. This action is made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b). by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 2, 4-7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Chang (US 7,130.285). 

Regarding claim 1, Chang (figure 8; column 9, line 11- column 10, line 32) 
discloses in a communication system comprising a source base station, a target base 
station and a mobile switching center, a method of improving hard handoff comprising: 
by the source base station, sending a request for handoff to the mobile switching center, 
wherein the request comprises a requested service option and a list of service options 
supported by a mobile station (figure 6; column 7, lines 25-40; and column 9, lines 11- 
43); receiving by the source base station, a handoff command comprising a service 
option selected by the target base station, wherein the selected service option 
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comprises one of the requested service option and a service option in tlie list of service 
options supported by the mobile station (column 10, lines 11-20); and sending, by the 
source base station, a handoff direction message containing the selected service option 
to the MS (column 10, lines 21-32) (see also figure 9; column 11, line 8 -column 12, 
line 20). 

As to claim 2, Chang discloses wherein the request for handoff recommends a 
hard handoff to one or more cells in a domain of the target base station (column 9, line 
11- column 10, line 32). 

Regarding claim 4, Chang (figure 8; column 9, line 11- column 10, line 32) 
discloses in a communication system comprising a source base station, a target base 
station and a mobile switching center, a method of improving hard handoff comprising: 
by the target base station, receiving a request for handoff wherein the request 
comprises a requested service option and a list of service options supported by a 
mobile station (column 9, lines 11-43); determining whether the requested service 
option is supported; when the requested service option is not supported, selecting an 
alternate service option; when the requested service option is supported, selecting the 
requested service option (column 9, line 44 - column 10, line 20); and sending, by the 
target base station, a handoff request acknowledge comprising the selected service 
option (column 10, lines 21-32). 

As to claim 5, Chang discloses wherein the step of selecting an alternate service 
option comprises selecting the alternate service option based on one or more of a MS's 
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service option capabilities, service option priorities, and resources available in the target 
base station (column 9, line 11- column 10, line 32). 

As to claim 6, Chang discloses sending a handoff request acknowledge message 
to the mobile switching center, wherein the message comprises the selected service 
option (column 9, line 11- column 10, line 32). 

Regarding claim 7, Chang (figure 8; column 9, line 11- column 10, line 32) 
discloses in a communication system comprising a source base station, a target base 
station and a mobile switching center, a method of improving hard handoff comprising: 
receiving, by the mobile switching center, a request for handoff from the source base 
station, wherein the request comprises a requested service option and a list of service 
options supported by a mobile station (column 9, lines 11-43); and sending, by the 
mobile switching center, a handoff request message to the target base station, wherein 
the request message comprises the requested service option and the list of service 
options supported by the mobile station (column 9, lines 28-58). 

As to claim 9, Chang discloses receiving a handoff request acknowledge 
message comprising a service option selected by the target base station; 
preparing to switch from the source base station to the target base station; and 
sending a handoff command to the source base station, wherein the command 
comprises the service option selected by the target base station (column 10, lines 1 1- 
32). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3 and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowabliB if rewritten in independent fomi including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 3, Chang disclose a method of claim 1, however, Chang fails to 
further disclose the method above wherein the list of service option is prioritized 
according to a preference of the mobile station. 

Regarding claim 8, Chang disclose a method of claim 7, however, Chang fails to 
further disclose the method above wherein the step of sending comprises: 
removing one or more unauthorized service options from the list of service options 
supported by the mobile station to produce a list of mobile supported and authorized 
service options; and sending a handoff request message to the target base station, 
wherein the message comprises the requested service option and the list of mobile 
supported and authorized service options. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 08/21/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1, 4, and 7, Applicant argues that Chang fails to disclose 
"wherein the request comprises a requested service option and a list of service options 
supported by the mobile station." Examiner, however, does not agree with the Applicant. 
Applicant's attention is directed to Chang (column 9, lines 11-43) which discloses "the 
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request comprises a requested service option (currently provided two service options)", 
and (figures 6, column 7, lines 25-40) which clearly discloses that the request message 
also comprises "a list of service options supported by the mobile station (IS-2000 Mobile 
Capabilities, IS-2000 Service Configuration Record, and Service Option Connection 
Reference)". When the target base station determines in step 207 of figure 9, whether it 
is possible to assign the same radio resource, if not the target base station will allow the 
change in the Service Configuration Record within an assignable range in step 208, and 
assign the radio resource one of the first service and second service (column 1 1 , line 55 
- column 12, line 20). Therefore, examiner believes that Chang's reference reads on 
the claimed limitation of claims 1 , 4, and 9. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quochien B. Vuong whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7902. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-18:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571 ) 272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Quochien 8. Vuong 
Oct. 25, 2007. 
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